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Background
+ Gender affirming surgery (GAS) has become increasingly popular. et is
notavailable and barriers to access exist.!
vide valuable inf Jated
carch nends and mprovesecas s,

- The larpest keyword search engne, Google Trends (GT)allows
rescarchens 1o analyze geographic and esmporl hends n eltve search
Volumes (RSVS)fo search temms.

T i popuit i e et s n  wide sy of
medicalfelds GT has et to be ilzed toanayze natonal iterest 1n
aas,

Research Objectives

* Hypothesis: There will be discrepancies across various national regions
tween GT search demand for GAS and available surgical providers and
academic medical centers offering such care.
+ Primary Objective: Describe national trends in demand for specific GAS
dures and d

wherea

E gt be
et presence
terms that meet the widest audience.

Methods

+ GT search terms were analyzed for national queries regarding GAS from
January 2004 to February 2021

The 14 selected keywords covered GAS topics mcludmg but not limited
“gender-affirming surgery. rgery.

The number of plastic surgery providers and academic surgery centers
was collected from the World Professional Association for Transgender
Health (WPATH) and Trans-health.com **

RSVs were analyzed by metro area to determine the relationship between
search demand and personal income as defined by the Bureau of
Economic Analysis.®

State Medicaid policies for transgender health services were also
determined.

. trends,relat h
I d lable care,

To account for population size, all data was collected as RS V.

Figure 1. GAS Related Search Term Interest by Region

GAS Related Search Term Interest by Region
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For search terms, states with the top ten RSV were listed. The number of times each state
appeared was added of Plastic Surgeons.

Figures 2, 3. Gender Affirming Care in the United States

Acadernic Medical Centers n the Unite States with Dedicated TG Care:
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Plastic Surgeon Providers Offring GAS
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Access to gender affirming care across the United Sates.

Results

+ Al scarh erms demonsirated  posiive inrease in RSV except “sex
reassignment surgery” and “pencctomy”

+The Mountain/Pacific region m the greatest search interest for all terms rlating
10 GAS and number of providers offering care.

+ East and West South Central ranked lat for both number of providers and
academic medical centes offering care and had no states with explicit Medicaid
policies covering gender afirming care.

+ Metro arcas in the top 10 for RSV but bottom quartile for per capita personal
income included: Florence, South Carolina, Beckley, West Virginia, and Bowling
Green, Kentucky.

Limitations

+ Only scarch terms with sufficient interest to generate an RSV value on GT were
used in this analysis.

+ Our analysis i limited in the sense that we are only assessing interest of the
patient population with the abilty to search onlinc.

+ T is one of many scarch engines used by individuals
Conclusions

+ There has been an increase in general interest related to GAS.

+ Regional RSVs were higher in states with explicit Medicaid policies related to
States P F

barrier o seeking care.

+ 7% ofthelow-income metr areas that demonsstd igh serch emand el o
the two regions with the fewest providers offering GA

- UsingGTemn [ with liited provides but
bigh et Montorin esonal and et ends st s will el s
Uit iterest n GAS s being matched wih access t providers ofeing .
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